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Comedian shatters stereotypes in ‘25 Questions for a Jewish Mother’

By Tonyia Cone

Special to The Jewish Outlook
fter members of the Jewish press said Judy
Gold’s portrayal of her mother in her show
promoted stereotypes of Jewish mothers, the
comedian set off across the United States to

see if there was any truth to the stereotype.

“The women were so incredible,” Gold said. “It be-
came a six-year journey that really changed my life.”

Along with playwright Kate Moira Ryan, Gold inter-
viewed more than 50 women of all ages, ethnicities and
occupations ranging from non-practicing and Orthodox
Jews to a Chinese-American woman who had converted
to Judaism.

On Sunday, Jan. 20, Austinites will have the opportu-
nity to enjoy the results of Gold’s interviews at the Jew-
ish Community Center, in the Community Hall, when
she performs highlights from her off-Broadway show,
“25 Questions for a Jewish Mother,” which is touring the
United States.

The performance is part of the Jewish Community As-
sociation of Austin’s 2007-08 Spotlight on the Arts Series
and has been recognized with the 2007 Gay and Lesbian
Alliance Against Defamation Media Award for Outstand-
ing New York Theater: Broadway and Off-Broadway
and a nomination for a 2006 Drama Desk Award for Out-
standing Solo Performance.

A book of the same title, based on the show, was pub-
lished in May. Both use the questions and anecdotes from
the interviews to frame Gold’s story, which includes her
childhood in New Jersey, follows her career from starting
out performing in nightclubs to writing for “The Rosie
O’Donnell Show” and conducting the interviews, and
touches on raising two sons with her partner.

While Gold expected the Orthodox women she inter-
viewed to say they spend their time cooking for their hus-
bands and taking care of their children, she was surprised
to find that many of them were well educated and open-
minded. One was a judge. Another, who had a child with
special needs, opened a yeshiva for children like her own
after returning to school to earn her master’s degree.

Jewish comedian Judy Gold will perform highlghts
from her off-Broadway show ‘25 Questions for a
Jewish Mother, at ‘The J’ on Jan. 20.

“Even though they had the ‘I’'m the Jewish mother and
woman,’ they also were members of a community and
just really were not ignorant,” Gold said. “They all had a
story. I realized that there was something that happened
that made them they way they were.”

Gold, who lives in New York City, said meeting Jew-
ish mothers across the nation gave her the opportunity to
hear what Jews outside the Northeast sound like.

“It was funny,” she said. “Their accents didn’t match
what I thought a Jew should sound like.”

The interviews also revealed that, regardless of denom-
ination, the women almost universally desired for their
grandchildren to be raised Jewish.

Interviewing her own mother was the most eye-open-
ing experience for Gold. She explained that, while most
people view their mothers in terms of their relationship,
asking her mother questions such as “Would your life
have taken a different turn if you hadn’t had kids?” re-
vealed that mothers are human beings with dreams, hopes

and regrets.

“She said she would be a comedian,” Gold said of her
mother’s answer. “That was the most shocking thing I’ve
ever heard.”

During the interview, Gold also learned that for seven
years her mother was the only girl in her Hebrew school
class of 34 students and had the first bat mitzvah at her
temple.

Gold sheds light on the importance of open dialogue
about issues that emerged in the interviews. Interviews
with children of Holocaust survivors and one survivor
demonstrate the importance of telling their stories to keep
the world from ever forgetting what happened.

“That dialog is so important,” Gold said.

When talking to those she interviewed, Gold said, she
feared being open about the fact that she is gay because
she thought the women might judge her. She learned that
those with whom she spoke did not judge her, and that,
by expecting them to, she was judging them.

“You just don’t know,” she said. “People are more
complicated than you think. You can’t take anything for
granted with people.”

Gold has received numerous letters from those who
have seen her show saying that afterward they were able
to come out about their sexual orientation to their parents,
or that they took their families to the show before coming
out to them.

Others, she said, have told her they thought they had
to give up Judaism after their parents disowned them, but
that her show helped them to realize they could be gay
and Jewish.

“Judaism allows for so much interpretation,” Gold said.

Gold’s performance is scheduled for 7 p.m. Jan. 20. For
more information, contact Crystal Connally at crystal.
connally @shalomaustin.org or 735-8098.

Tonyia Cone, an Austin-based freelance journalist, is a
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